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CPWA Declares National Public Works Week May 18 to 24 

“Building for Today, Planning for Tomorrow” 

OTTAWA, ON.  – The Canadian Public Works Association (CPWA), an organization of over 2,000 public works professionals in 

Canada with active chapters in each province, will join municipalities and provinces throughout Canada in celebrating National 

Public Works Week, May 18-24, 2014, to honor public works professionals. Celebrated since its inception in 1960, the week draws 

attention to the important contributions of public works professionals to citizens’ daily lives, including the planning, building, 

managing, and operating the heart of our local communities – its infrastructure. “Public works professionals are often unsung 

heroes of society, and this week honors those who serve the public good everyday with dedication,” said CPWA President, 

Darwin Durnie.  

 

As part of the celebration, CPWA annually recognizes the thousands of men and women in public works during the week of 

National Public Works Week (NPWW), to bring attention to those who provide and maintain the infrastructure and services. This 

year’s NPWW theme is: “Building for Today, Planning for Tomorrow,” and will be included in local and regional events and 

activities. The local celebrations will include observances of many kinds, including public open houses, displays of public works 

equipment, tours of public works projects, programs for civic organizations, and media events, as well as a focus on educating 

about a career in public works.   Municipal public works departments often hold career forums in local high schools, and set up 

displays and demonstrations for elementary schools, as part of the NPWW celebration in many communities. 
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Letter of Greetings from the Canadian Prime Minister, the Right Honourable Stephen J. Harper  

Prime Minister Stephen Harper recently issued a Letter of Greetings in honor of the week that commends 

Canada’s vital infrastructure and services. In the letter, he noted that “...From our water supply to our transportation systems—

we rely on the expertise and dedication of thousands of public works professionals. This week highlights the important role  

public works employees play in all parts of the country.”  

 

Provincial Proclamations Recognize the Crucial Role of Public Works Contributions 

NPWW celebrations, events and activities are also marked by resolutions and proclamations from other government leaders.  As 

an integral part of CPWA’s National Public Works Week (NPWW), the provincial government proclamations help raise local 

awareness of the vitally important contributions of public works professionals and the crucial role that infrastructure, facilities 

and services play in the quality of life in our communities. This year, the proclamations enacted by provincial government leaders 

include: British Columbia, Saskatchewan, Manitoba, Alberta, Prince Edward Island, and Nova Scotia.  

 

CPWA 2014 National Public Works Week Awards 

Annually, CPWA also invites and encourages public agencies and their communities to join the CPWA National Public Works 

Week awards contest, which ranks municipalities of small, medium and large population sizes for their NPWW celebrations and 

events. The contest judges each municipality’s NPWW public awareness campaign as to how it educates and informs the public 

about how public works contributes to the quality of life in their community. “The NPWW contest helps citizens realize who is 

responsible for their clean water, safe streets and neighborhoods, efficient traffic and safe clean communities,” said Durnie.   

 

To download the 2014 NPWW artwork, visit the website link at: www.apwa.net/npww. For more information about CPWA’s 

National Public Works Week, contact Media Relations and Communications Manager, Laura Bynum, M.A. at 202.218.6736, or 

lbynum@apwa.net, or Jon Dilley at jdilley@apwa.net. 

 

ABOUT CPWA 

The Canadian Public Works Association (CPWA):  Founded in 1986, the Canadian Public Works Association (www.cpwa.net) is the voice of public 

works in Canada, promoting professional excellence and public awareness through education, advocacy and the exchange of knowledge. 

 

### 

 

 

 

 

http://www.apwa.net/npww
mailto:lbynum@apwa.net
mailto:jdilley@apwa.net
http://www.cpwa.net/

